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Drunk and Disorderly

Vandalism marks
last night of the
Gambier Grill
ALEX PIJANOWSKI
On Saturday night at the Gambier Grill, students stood outside its
wooden door, waiting to enter the atcapacity bar. By the end of business
hours, Campus Safety officers were
attempting to corral students making
off with mementos.
Rumors swirling among students
that the Grill would close its doors after last weekend were substantiated by
administrators on Tuesday.
Chief Business Officer Mark Kohlman was contacted by the lawyer
of Grill proprietor Andy Durbin on
Monday to notify him that the business, known colloquially as the Cove,
would close, effective immediately.
President Sean Decatur said in an interview with the Collegian that Kohlman relayed the news to him in an
email that evening.
The College, which owns the property, announced in a Student-Info
email on Jan. 22 that it would not renew the Grill’s lease, and that the business would close no later than June 30
of this year. Both Kohlman and Decatur said they had expected page 3
Damage to the Gambier Grill on
Saturday night led to its closure
on Monday.
Top, Henri Gendreau. Left
top right, courtesy of Andrew
Petersdorf, Alex Pinkus, Alex
Pijanowski, Pinkus.

BFC, student group
left confused over
one-per-bed ‘policy’
NATHANIEL SHAHAN
When Lexi Bollis ’17, treasurer of
the Kenyon College Ballroom Dance
Club (KBDC), presented their budget
to the Business and Finance Committee (BFC) last semester, she was
surprised to learn that the club must
sleep only one person per bed for offcampus overnight trips.
Bollis was told by the BFC that this
was a new requirement implemented
under the College’s Title IX policy. She
said that KBDC had not been notified of this change before their budget
hearing.
But according to Kim Blank, associate director of student activities, this
rule is not official College policy and
does not fall under Title IX, which
comes from a 1972 law that bans sex
-based discrimination in education.
During the budget allocation process at the end of last semester, BFC
co-chairs Alejandro Henao ’16 and
Guillermo García Montenegro ’17
were under the impression that this
policy was related to Title IX, the two
wrote in an email to the Collegian.
According to Blank, the practice of

having one student per bed was first
discussed last semester, in part inspired by the policy change recently
made in varsity athletics to not require students to share beds.
One student per bed is designed
“to mirror the best practices employed in the Athletic Department
when students travel,” Blank wrote
in a follow-up email to the Collegian.
Assistant Athletic Director Amy
Williams ’88 wrote in an email to
the Collegian that the Athletic Department instituted this policy about
three years ago and is still “struggling
with the financial implications.”
Laura Kane, director of student
activities and Greek life, said that
regulating student lodging is being
encouraged as a risk management
move.
Requiring one student to a bed is
not covered under Title IX policies,
according to Deputy Civil Rights and
Title IX Coordinator Linda Smolak
and Andrea Goldblum, civil rights
and Title IX coordinator. Kenyon’s
policy, Smolak and Goldblum said, is
modeled on the federal policy, which
does not have any spe- page 2

College rethinks class for foreign students
EMILY BIRNBAUM
Anika Rodriguez, a sophomore from Sri Lanka, remembers the many promises U.S.
universities made to her and
fellow international students
when she was applying to colleges.
“They have a lot to say about
what they will help you do,”
Rodriguez said, “but when
you come here, you see there
are so many barriers.”
Kenyon created more barriers for international students

this semester when the Provost’s office eliminated “Connecting Academic and Intern
Experiences,” a course offered
through the Career Development Office, according to
Rodriguez. The course, also
known as EXPL 205, gave international students a way to
get summer internships without running afoul of U.S. employment laws.
Most international students
at Kenyon are here on student
visas, according to Marne
Ausec, director of the Center

for Global Engagement. Student visa holders typically are
allowed to work only where
they go to school according to
visa laws; if an international
student wishes to have a paid
internship off-campus during
the summer, they are faced
with two options. They can go
through a process called Optical Practical Training (OPT),
which requires a rigorous application process and costs
$380. Alternatively, they can
go through Curricular Practical Training (CPT), page 2

8 students chosen for working group
EMILY BIRNBAUM
Last week, 388 people voted
in the election to see who would
represent the student body
in the College’s new working
group. The group, which is
tasked with creating tangible
policy recommendations for
improving communication between the administration and
student body, has eight student
seats. The election ran Feb. 1724.
Seventeen students ran, with
representatives from page 4

President Sean Decatur and Phoebe Roe ’16 at a meeting Sunday,
Feb. 14 on campus communication. Photo by Henri Gendreau

Thursday, Feb. 25 | The Kenyon Collegian

2

Elimination of course burdens international students
Continued from Page 1

which requires that they receive school credit for the internship.
“Making
an
internship
course meant that we could
certify that doing an internship was part of international students’ degree program
here, and then they could do
internships,” Ausec said.
The elimination of EXPL
205 has made doing CPT
more difficult for students
like Rodriguez.
EXPL 205, which was
taught by Director of Career
Development Scott Layson,
smoothed the way for students
to get credit for their summer
internships. The course met
five times per semester and
covered topics related to career development such as networking and the importance

“

They took the class off because it wasn’t
academically rigorous enough. When they
did [cut the course], they were just thinking about
Kenyon’s academic standard.
Anika Rodriguez ’18

of LinkedIn. If a student took
the course, followed by a summer internship, they would
recieve school credit for the
internship upon turning in an
essay about their experience
the following fall to a Kenyon
faculty member.
“One of the benefits I got
from the class was the ability
to accept a summer internship at the Institute for Policy
Studies in Washington, D.C.
last summer,” said Qossay Alsattari ’15, an international
alumnus from Ramallah, Palestine. According to Alsattari,
eliminating this class may

make it more difficult for international students to obtain
long-term visas. In order to
prove they are “qualified candidates with relevant work
experience and huge-long
term potential,” international
students have to complete at
least one internship during
the summer, Alsattari said.
The class was eliminated
this semester because it was
not “successfully achieving its
goals,” Associate Provost Ivonne García wrote in an email
to the Collegian.
García said students didn’t
always complete the class,

Village Record
Feb. 16 - Feb. 22
Feb. 16, 4:25 p.m. — Alcohol found in New Apartments. Alcohol confiscated.
Feb. 17, 3:45 p.m. — Fire alarm sounded in Kenyon Athletic Center (KAC).
No smoke. No fire. Alarm reset.
Feb. 17, 5:30 p.m. — Student refused to open door during health and safety
inspections in Caples Residence Hall.
Feb. 17, 5:36 p.m. — Student cut finger at North Campus Apartments (NCAs).
Safety responded. Student privately transported to Knox Community Hospital (KCH) for further evaluation/treatment.
Feb. 17, 6:36 p.m. — Smoking device found and confiscated in Hanna Residence Hall during health and safety inspection.
Feb. 18, 7:21 p.m. — Broken window found on south side of Ascension Hall.
Feb. 18, 10:32 p.m. — Illegal substance and paraphernalia found in NCA.
Confiscated. Tested positive. Turned over to Knox County Sheriff’s Office
(KCSO).
Feb. 19, 12:24 p.m. — College contractor reported damage to windshield
while parked in Hanna parking lot. KCSO contacted. Report taken.
Feb. 20, 12:15 a.m. — Alcohol found in McBride Residence Hall. Alcohol disposed of.
Feb. 20, 11 p.m. — Report of students being in Storer Hall after hours.
Feb. 21, 1:12 a.m. — Guest of student intoxicated in Mather Residence Hall.
Safety responded. Student transported to KCH for evaluation and treatment.
Feb. 21, 2:14 a.m. — Student with injured hand in Gund Commons. Safety responded. Student transported to KCH via squad for further evaluation/treatment.
Feb. 21, 2:25 a.m. — Students found tearing down sign at Gambier Grill. Students leaving building with chairs.
Feb. 21, 10:41 a.m. — Student’s wallet turned into Campus Safety. Found to
have false identification. False ID confiscated.
Feb. 21, 5:15 p.m. — Students found on window ledge of Leonard Residence
Hall. Safety responded. Students removed themselves from area.
Feb. 22, 8:05 a.m. — Employee complained of feeling faint and nauseous in
Ransom Hall. Transported to KCH via squad.

often failing to turn in a final reflection essay. She also
said the College is reexamining how the class fits into the
2020 Plan, which is designed
to guide much of Kenyon’s future curriculum choices.
Rodriguez believes that international students’ needs
were sacrificed when the class
was eliminated.
“They took the class off because it wasn’t academically
rigorous enough,” Rodriguez
said. “When they did [cut the
course], they were just thinking about Kenyon’s academic
standard.”
Those who have already
completed the class at Kenyon
will still be able to get credit
for their future internships.
Peter Orlos ’18, an international student from Cancun,
Mexico, took the course in
spring 2015, and will be able
to get credit for his internship

with LegalShield, an American marketing corporation
based in Oklahoma, this coming summer.
Exceptions, such as Orlos’s
case, are possible because
García has agreed to authorize
internship experience essays
by students who have already
taken the course. For those
who did not get a chance to
take the course there is no
current alternative to receive
internship credit, though that
could soon change.
“To be honest, our office
is kind of scrambling to figure out if there’s anything we
can do and how we can help,”
Ausec said. “I think that administrators at Kenyon really do understand why a class
like this was important, so especially as we move towards
the 2020 Plan, we’re trying to
figure out how to make something work.”

BFC chairs, group unaware
guideline isn’t federal law
Continued from Page 1

cific regulations for student lodging off campus.
Smolak was unaware of the confusion and
first learned this semester when, during a discussion with a student group about Title IX, a student raised the issue of prohibiting bed-sharing
as a concern. Neither she nor Goldblum knew
exactly how the confusion arose.
Goldblum said she had had a conversation
with Tacci Smith, former associate dean of students, about potentially implementing a similar
policy and had communicated to Smith that
such a policy would not fall under Title IX. Any
policy mandating student lodging off campus
would be separate from Title IX policy but could
be implemented by the Student Activities Office
(SAO) as a risk management policy, according to
Goldblum and Smolak.
Henao said he was not aware the policy was
associated with Title IX, but it was introduced to
him and Montenegro “in a rhetoric that made it
seem as if it were Title IX policy.”
As a potential policy was discussed, the BFC
and the SAO allocated an additional $1,324.51 to
various student groups for the spring semester,
according to Kane, who worked with the BFC
last semester to increase allocations for lodging
requests. The BFC’s lodging funds can cover up
to two-thirds of cost, Kane said, and that the additional funding went to only a few additional

hotel rooms and that the additional monies did
not come out of the budgets for other groups or
activities.
KBDC, according to Bollis, received a little
under $100 more than they had requested for
lodging, in order to finance additional rooms;
despite the increase, Bollis worried that the club
would still not have been able to afford one bed
per student.
KBDC will usually bring more than 20 students to competitions and and will sleep about
five people per room. Bollis said that if the College were to mandate that each student have his
or her own bed, it would be difficult to afford and
also hard to find a hotel with that many open
rooms. According to Henao and Montenegro,
the College will count sleeping bags as individual
sleeping spaces, which would limit impact on
groups’ budgets.
Prior to her interview with the Collegian, Bollis was not aware that the BFC had miscommunicated the policy to her. “We had no idea that
that was something we were going to have to
look out for,” Bollis said, “and it was just sort of
confusing for us because we knew that Title IX
has been around for a while already, and it was
just sort of like, all of a sudden now this is something we have to calculate for, even though we’ve
gone to competitions for years and put five or six
people in a room.”
Rachel Mitchell contributed reporting.
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Students pour more than one out on Cove’s final night
After night of destruction, Gambier Grill announces it will be closing its doors
Continued from Page 1

the Grill would continue operations until at least the end of the
school year.
“I was hopeful that he would
be willing to continue operating
through the end of the semester,”
Kohlman said of Durbin. Durbin
did not respond to requests for
comment.
Durbin’s decision came after a
crowded Saturday night at the establishment, during which some
of those in attendance destroyed
the sink in the men’s bathroom,
punched holes in the wall, removed lightbulbs from ceiling
lamps and stole the “Gambier
Grill” sign hanging outside the
establishment. Kohlman acknowledged that this destructive
behavior may have hastened the
closure.
“Once I saw the security reports
on Sunday morning, it seemed
pretty clear to me that the end was
near,” Kohlman said.
Karen Sheys ’16, who began
working as a bartender at the Grill
in September, said she didn’t believe Durbin was responsible for
the damage to the property.
“In my opinion, Andy was not

at all at fault for any of the vandalism,” Sheys said. “There’s no way
that a person that owns a business, and is proud of that business, and is sad to see it go, would
egg people on to destroy it. ... The
one thing that he wants to get
across is that he is heartbroken.”
Sheys downplayed the extent of
the damage in comparison to past
incidents, and said that students
had punched holes in the wall and
damaged a thermostat earlier this
year.
“I don’t think this was that out
of character, honestly, of Kenyon
students,” Sheys said. “People get
really destructive.”
On Wednesday, Decatur sent a
Student-Info email announcing
that the business’s final date of
operation was Sunday, and elaborated on some of the context surrounding the decision. The message came at a time when students
have questioned the College’s
transparency and decision-making regarding issues like Summer
Sendoff.
Decatur confirmed that Durbin
wished to sell the business at least
as early as the summer of 2014,
though the administration released plans involving the build-

Illustration by Henry Uhrik

ing’s removal in its Master Plan in
fall 2014. The College had offered
Durbin “generous financial offers,” according to Kohlman in a
press release, to operate until the
end of this school year. Kohlman
said he had had discussions with
three such potential buyers but
did not identify them by name.
Kohlman said the College will
now consider advancing its date
to demolish the building currently housing the Grill. He said the
cost of demolishing the property
would most likely total between

$16,000 and $20,000, based on
the cost of razing the former Student Activities Office building in
January.
As of Tuesday, Kohlman said he
had not spoken directly to Durbin
about the decision, and that it
would be against the College’s
policy to discuss the specifics of
its contract with the Grill.
Sheys sent a campus-wide
email on Monday informing the
student body about the theft of
the sign and its value to the business’s owners, and requested that

the person or persons responsible
for the left leave it outside her
apartment door. Sheys confirmed
on Wednesday that, exactly at
midnight on Monday, someone
knocked on her door and left the
sign outside.
The earlier-than-expected closure of the business leaves a period of nearly three months during
which the College will be without a true late-night dining-anddrinking option, as the interim
late-night bar which the administration plans to operate out of
Peirce Pub on weekend nights is
not slated to open until next semester.
“I never liked the Cove,” Tim
Kotowski ’16 said, “but there does
need to be a late-night drinking
option for people, or else the people who would have gone to the
Cove are just going to vandalize
other parts of the campus. I hope
they replace it with a better latenight option.”
Sheys, on the other hand, spoke
highly of the role of the Grill in
Kenyon life.
“The Cove was special,” Sheys
said. “I think you can’t find a place
like the Cove anywhere except a
place like Kenyon.”

ON THE RECORD

BEVERLY DANIEL TATUM

AUTHOR AND RACE RELATIONS EXPERT
EMILY BIRNBAUM
Scholar, educator, author and race relations expert Dr. Beverly Daniel Tatum,
Ph.D., visited Kenyon this week to lead two
events for Black History Month: The first, on
Feb. 22, was a cultural competence workshop
for faculty and staff; the second, on Feb. 23,
a talk titled “Can We Talk About Race?” in
the Gund Gallery Community Foundation
Theater. Tatum is the author of Why Are
All The Black Kids Sitting Together in the
Cafeteria?: And Other Conversations About
Race and Can We Talk about Race?: And
Other Conversations in an Era of School
Resegregation.
What advice would you give to white
students who wish to address issues of race
at what some call Predominantly White
Institutions (PWIs) like Kenyon? What
advice would you give to students of color
who wish to address race issues at PWIs?
The college environment typically is
more diverse than their home institutions
were, so there’s an opportunity to engage
with people whose perspectives and life experiences are different than their own.
However, white students are often nervous about these conversations, because
they worry that they might say something
offensive or something that might be perceived as racist. In order to avoid that happening, they stay silent. Unfortunately, that
silence is not a good strategy. We have to be

willing to risk some discomfort in order to
make the collective progress that we need.
For students of color, it’s often the case that
they want to have those conversations about
race at college with their classmates, but are
often looking for structured opportunities,
where the conversation might lead to meaningful action. They don’t just want to talk for
the sake of talking. I would say they, too, have
to be willing to risk some discomfort to move
the dialogue forward, but it helps when there
are faculty and staff ready to support these
conversations, for both white students and
students of color.
How can Kenyon teachers create more inclusive dialogues in classroom settings?
All faculty members, regardless of their
discipline, can think about how to create an
inclusive learning environment where everyone feels welcomed and fully engaged. One
way to do that is to look at the curriculum and
to see who is reflected. If you teach literature
or psychology or sociology or history, it’s easy
to see how you might bring in the perspectives
of people of color. Sometimes, when you teach
biology or chemistry or physics, it might seem
less obvious how you can bring in multiple
perspectives. Even simple things, like showing the names of the authors who wrote the
articles, makes people visible. For example,
let’s imagine Beverly Tatum wrote an article
in chemistry. If the article that’s cited says
“B. Tatum,” you might assume that B. Tatum
is a man, but if you write out Beverly Tatum,

you can see it’s a woman, and you might even
know it’s an African-American woman, who
has contributed to the discipline.
The most important thing that I think
any faculty member can do in thinking about
making their class more inclusive, is to ask
themselves, “Who’s missing from this picture?” If you imagine the class as a kind of
photograph, you can ask yourself, “Who’s
missing from the picture in my curriculum?
Who’s missing from the picture in class discussions? Who’s missing from the picture in
the group activities that we’re engaged in?”
How and why is racial identity formation
relevant in a college setting?
In a race-conscious society, racial identity
matters. It influences how people respond to
you, it influences how you respond to other
people. One thing we know about college students is that identity of all kinds becomes increasingly important. If you’re in that 18-22
category age, you’re in the defining who you
want to be in the world. One of the dimensions of your identity that you may also be
thinking about is your racial group membership, which is typically the case for students of
color. If you’re a person of color, you’re thinking, “How does my identity shape who I am in
the world, how I want to interact with others
and how I want others to interact with me?”
This week, the Council for Diversity and
Social Justice held a symposium, titled “The
Coddling of the Kenyon Mind,” during

Courtesy of ODEI

which students debated the concept of political correctness. What are your thoughts
on the debate over political correctness, and
does it help or harm students?
That’s a good question in terms of what
we mean by political correctness. Sometimes,
people say very offensive things about people
different from themselves, and say, “I don’t
have to be politically correct.” To me, it just
sounds like bigotry. Political correctness is being used in a lot of conversations like there’s
something wrong with trying to be respectful of other people. We should all try to be respectful of other people’s identities and their
experiences, and we can express our own
opinions in ways that are honest, without being disrespectful.
This interview has been edited for length
and clarity.
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‘Dysfunctional’ Senate looks to improve effectiveness
Group drafts plan for ‘Senate 2.0’ to engage students, administrators in campus dialogue
the Kenyon community, particularly at this time when communiThree years after Campus cation between the students and
Senate passed a smoking policy administration is a major talking
enforcing Ohio state law, Senate point on campus.
members realized their legislaHeidt, along with members
tion had not been put into effect of Student Council and a Senas they had planned.
ate subcommittee, have recently
“This is a policy that passed drafted a new structure for “Senthrough senate unanimously, as ate 2.0” that would include six
far as we can tell, that had very students and six administrators
clear recommendations to the — nine positions fewer than camappropriate offices,” Sarah Heidt, pus senate’s current composition
associate professor of English of 11 students and 11 adminisand
facultrators. Heidt
ty co-chair
and student
We’re hoping we government
of Campus
can get written
Senate, said.
members
down
some
explicit lines of hope this will
Heidt
said
Senate “made communication between
bring greater
specific refer- Student Council and the
representaence to parts
tion to stuadministration.
of the Ohio
dents
and
Revised Code
other campus
that signaled Sarah Heidt, co-chair of Camgroups who
the ways that pus Senate
are currently
we were out
being underof compliance with the law, and represented, such as hourly emnothing happened.”
ployees of the College, who curAfter this realization, Senate rently have no representation on
members and other administra- Senate.
tors have been actively working
Heidt hopes Senate 2.0 will
to reshape Senate’s role so the be able to include President Sean
group can be more effective in Decatur in their weekly meetactualizing change at the Col- ings, unlike the current Senate,
lege. They also hope to create a which has been meeting in his
system where Senate can directly absence for the past year and a
address concerns submitted by half.

BILL GARDNER

“

Campus Senate co-chairs Colin Cowperthwaite ’18 and Sarah Heidt, associate professor of English, are
looking to revamp Senate to involve members from different areas of campus. Photo by Sonia Prabhu

“We’re hoping that we can get
written down some explicit lines
of communication between Student Council and the administration,” Heidt said. “Specifically
the president’s office and the student affairs office.”
However, the new composition for Senate 2.0 is far from finalized and, according to Heidt,
the current Senate is not willing
to commit to any finalized plan
until further discussion.
In a Council meeting two

weeks ago, Dean of Students
Hank Toutain described senate
as “dysfunctional”; Toutain said
his intention was not to make
a disparaging comment on the
state of Senate, but rather to address the issue of Senate’s effectiveness.
“I think Campus Senate is
something that can be improved,”
Toutain said. “I just think that …
we have to think more critically
about the composition of senate.
And the ways it does or does not

interact with other governing
bodies on campus.”
Colin Cowperthwaite ’18, student co-chair of Senate, agreed
that the group is dysfunctional,
and hopes that the new structure
will promote administrative and
campus-wide collaboration.
“The biggest thing for a Campus Senate is to preserve the dialogue between the administration and students and faculty and
staff here at Kenyon,” Cowperthwaite said.

Greek Council plans constitution rewrite 388 vote
Greeks assemble a subcommittee to revise ‘nonsensical’ document
for working
group reps
RACHEL MITCHELL

At the beginning of this month
Greek Council announced it would
be reviewing and revising its constitution.
Greek Council has established a
subcommittee to oversee the rewriting of its constitution, the document
that governs Kenyon’s Greek life. As
the body that establishes standards
for Greek organizations across campus — including fraternities, sororities and co-ed organization the
Archon Society — the Council’s decision follows a rush week in which
30 more first years and underclassmen expressed their interest in
Greek life than last year.
The constitution dictates many
procedures, according to Greek
Council President Greta Greising
’16. It serves as a guideline for running meetings, a way to keep track
of organizational statuses, procedures for the Council itself and for
other organizations, and provides
guidelines for rush and hazing policies.
“A lot of the parts of the constitution are nonsensical,” Greising said.
Though Greising, a sister of Zeta Alpha Pi (Zetas), was not a member of
Greek Council last spring, she indicated that the inability of the body
to govern efficiently because of the
constitution has been an issue in the

Greek Council looks to make the body more of a presence on campus. Photo by Sonia Prabhu

past. “We had a lot of proposals that
came through last spring that took a
lot of time to pass, and it wasn’t clear
how they could get passed,” Greising
said.
Phi Kappa Sigma’s (Phi Kaps)
proposal in the fall to change their
organizational status from a national to a local chapter was unprecedented.
“We need a more laid-out process in the constitution, and the Phi
Kap amendment shed light on this
need,” Greising said.

Anna Garnitz ’16, a sister of Epsilon Delta Mu (EDM) and delegate
to Greek Council, as well as Gray
Clark ’17, Greek Council’s risk management chair and brother of Delta
Kappa Epsilon (DKE), echoed Greising’s critique of the current constitution’s ambiguity.
Clark said there is some confusion as to the purpose and actual
impact of Greek Council on campus. “Hopefully it will make Greek
Council ... more of a presence on
campus,” Clark said.

Garnitz explained, that the role
of Greek Council is to unify the
Greek community campus-wide.
“It’s definitely responsible for a lot of
the mutual work that’s done on campu,” Garnitz said. Both Clark and
Garnitz are working together with
the committee on the constitution’s
treatment of Title IX, a policy that
prohibits discrimination based on
gender, in light of the recent changes
on college campuses nationally.
Garnitz said Title IX training is
strongly suggested, but not required
for party training, which is required
for any Greek helping to host their
organization’s events with alcohol.
Garnitz added that she thinks Title
IX training would help.
Since the committee is still in its
infancy, input from the administration has been limited, though Greising said Laura Kane, director of
student activities and Greek life and
advisor to Greek Council, will be
part of the process.
Ultimately, the rewriting signals
a reflection among members of the
Council to bolster Greek Life as a
positive presence on campus. “It’s a
very good idea if we do want to effect
a larger part of this campus to make
sure we know what our statement
is,” Clark said, “to really sit down
and look at ourselves, and think
‘What are we doing?’ and ‘What
should we be doing?’”

Continued from Page 1

each class. Though the winners
have until Friday to accept the offer, Benjamin Adekunle-Raji ’17,
Timmy Broderick ’16, Teddy Farkas
’16, Anya Schulman ’17 and Brian
Pragacz ’17 have already committed. Student Council President
Phoebe Roe ’16 declined to name
those elected who had not yet accepted.
Students only had to answer one
question in their applications to be
a member of the working group:
“Why do you want to be a part of
the committee?” The answers varied, from Broderick’s claim that
he cares “about this school so goddamn much” to Farkas’ belief that
“the administration needs to find
a better way to better integrate the
student body in college decision
making.”
The group has to give its policy
recommendations to President
Sean Decatur by April 15.
Roe said the number of votes is
a “huge deal since only 30 people
voted in elections last year.”
The election for next year’s Student Council was pushed from last
week to the week after spring break.
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Green initiators expects thefts, get mug shots instead
Sustain-a-Mugs amasses student
fans, one cup of coffee at a time
FRANCES SAUX
Madeline Farr ’18 was on her way
to party training when she stopped
in Peirce Dining Hall to fill a mug
with coffee. Later, sipping her drink
at the meeting, she looked at the mug
and saw pictures of a girl she recognized. On the mug were various
pictures of Anna Libertin ’18, an acquaintance of Farr’s.
“The mug said ‘Count Your Blessings,’” Farr said, “and I was counting
my blessings, because this was great.”
Farr later emailed Libertin, who
confirmed that she had designed
the mug and donated it to Sustaina-Mugs, a Student Council and Environmental Campus Organization
(ECO) program that places donated
ceramic mugs in Peirce to reduce
consumption of paper cups.
“My plan now is to print a mug
with the email that I sent [Anna] and
put that in circulation,” Farr said. She
did so, and now Farr’s counter-mug
is in Peirce circulation.
Often unusual and sometimes silly, the Sustain-a-Mugs has garnered
cult-like enthusiasm from some students since they were introduced in
mid-November. Every time Devon
Chodzin ’19 uses a Sustain-a-Mug,
he posts a picture of it to his Twitter
account.
He whipped out his phone to
show off his favorite mug yet: A brunette woman in a skimpy leotard

poses on one side of the cup, while
the other side reads “Snap-on Tool
Mate Edition 1988.”
“I try to get different ones if I can,”
Chodzin said.
Student enthusiasm for Sustaina-Mugs is a happy by-product of the
program’s main goal of increasing
sustainable consumption in Peirce,
and perhaps has even contributed to
the plan’s overall success.
Director of Green Initiatives David Heithaus said that, at its mid-way
point, the initiative had saved between 3,000 and 4,000 paper cups.
Though the mugs do sometimes disappear, Heithaus said they do not go
as quickly as Peirce’s regular cups.
The implementation of the Sustain-A-Mug program represents a
greater recent collaboration between
different campus bodies and a larger focus on environmental issues in
Student Council. Heithaus and his
office are new on campus this year;
also new is Student Council’s Sustainability representative position
that is currently filled by Matt Meyers ’17, who links the organization
with ECO, Kenyon’s environmental
club. Meyers declined a request for
comment.
Student Council and ECO collaborated to launch the initiative.
Student Council president Phoebe
Roe ’16 placed collection bins in academic buildings to begin the collection and received hundreds of mugs
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Sustain-a-Mugs: Libertin’s “Count your Blessings” design, bottom right, and a mug with Libertin and Farr’s
email correspondence, bottom left. Photos by Devon Chodzin (top left) and Henri Gendreau (others)

from professors.
Later, students donated. The donation process is simple; all students
must do is drop a mug in the Peirce
dish return.
ECO member Kay Burrows ’18

says ECO took on the roles of advertising, poster-making, and promoting the program.
Burrows called the program a
definite success. “I was probably the
most skeptical that it would work,”

Senior Class Total:

Junior Class Total:

36

31

she said. “During the meeting I said,
‘There’s no way. This is not going to
work, everybody is going to take the
mugs.’”
She now calls herself Sustain-aMug’s number-one fan.

Sophomore Class Total: First-Year Class Total:

32

30

Answer

Emily Hills ‘16

Clara Mooney ‘17

Matt Garrett ‘18

Nathan Grosh ‘19

Which tech company is
resisting an FBI order to build a
“back door” to bypass a security
measure on one of its products?

Apple

Apple

Apple

Google

Apple

Sunday is an important birthday
for the Crozier Center for
Women. How old is it turning?

30

30

40

30

38

Tragedy in the form of a mass
shooting struck which Michigan
city last week?

Kalamazoo

Flint

Kalamazoo

Detroit

Kalamazoo

Which presidential candidate
signed a bill aimed at defunding
Planned Parenthood in his state
this week?

Kasich

Kasich

Kasich

I don’t know.

Kasich

3

1

Weekly Scores

3

3
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Finn House, a fixture of Gambier
LAUREN ELLER
Upon cresting the Hill, visitors to Gambier will find what
looks like a gingerbread house
perched above Wiggin Street.
Finn House, which has had
many names and served many
purposes, has weathered over a
century and a half of change at
Kenyon.
Finn House was built by
an 1849 graduate of Kenyon
around 1850, though the identity of the builder is unknown,
according to Tom Stamp, College historian and keeper of Kenyoniana. It is of the Carpenter
Gothic architectural style, and
was originally erected by the
builder to serve as an oyster
house, though it did not serve
this function for very long.
Finn was occupied by Peter
Neff ’49, from 1860 to 1888, during which time it was known as
Neff Cottage. Though initially
an Episcopal rector, Neff became a prolific businessman,
and accomplished many business endeavors while living in
the house. These included buying the patent for the tintype
photographic method — which
was invented at Kenyon — from

Professor of Mathematics and
Natural Philosophy Hamilton
Smith, as well as cornering the
market on lampblack, which
was “a fine form of carbon that
was used in making photographic prints,” Stamp said.
Neff was also involved in
oil wells and other commercial
ventures, and left Gambier in
1888 for Cleveland. Once there,
he became one of the founders
of the American Geographical Society. Neff Cottage was
known as “Clifford Place” during Neff ’s time in Gambier,
nicknamed after his daughter,
Elizabeth Clifford Neff.
Near the turn of the 20th
century, Finn was painted red
and used as a lodge for the Psi
Upsilon fraternity. Beginning
in the 1950s, it became the
house for Dean of Students Tom
Edwards and his wife, Gloria,
who were the first to live in the
building during this period. It
remained the dean’s house until 2006, when incoming Dean
of Students Tammy Gocial declined to live there because she
did not want to live in such a
public space, according to Kenyon Review editor David Lynn.
Stamp explained that reno-

vation and construction followed this decision, and the
building was moved a few yards
to the side and to the south of
its previous location to give
it space away from the Kenyon Inn. The airy, windowed
Cheever Room was added in
2008, replacing a garage that
had been situated at the rear
of the building, and a modern
concrete basement was constructed underneath. These
renovations were made possible by funds provided by James
P. Finn ’70, a current trustee of
the College and co-chair of the
board of The Kenyon Review.
Finn House is named in honor of his parents, John L. and
Mary C. Finn.
The Kenyon Review moved
into the building in 2009 when
renovations were complete, following the destruction of Walton House, where it was previously housed.
“What’s remarkable about
it is it does feel like a house,
a cottage,” Lynn said, “and I
think The Kenyon Review feels
that this isn’t just an office
building. This is a home for our
staff, and for our many associates and interns.”

Home of The Kenyon Review
was built by a Kenyon alum

Now and then: Finn House today, top; Finn in the late 1860s. Photo by
Linnea Feldman Emison (top); courtesy of Tom Stamp (below)

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Welcome to the Kenyon Inn and Restaurant
Located on the beautiful, historic
campus of Kenyon College,Ohio’s
premiere and oldest liberal arts
institution, the Kenyon Inn and
Restaurant offers the finest lodging
and dining in Knox County.

Restaurant Hours
Breakfast

Monday through Friday
7 a.m. to 9:30 am
Saturday
8 a.m. to 10 a.m.

Lunch
Monday through Saturday
11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Brunch
Sunday
9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Dinner
Sunday through Thursday
5 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Friday and Saturday 5 p.m.
to 9 p.m.

Reservations are
always recommended.

The Kenyon Inn and Restaurant • 100 W Wiggin St, Gambier, OH 43022 • 740-427-2202 • ww.kenyoninn.com

Thursday, Feb. 25

ARTS

The Kenyon Collegian

Girlpool and Bobby T. charm Horn

7

Performers delighted
concertgoers on Saturday

DEVON MUSGRAVEJOHNSON
Around 9 p.m. on Saturday,
singer Bobby T. and Harmony Tividad and Cleo Tucker of
the band Girlpool sat lounging
on the sunken-in couch of the
Horn Gallery, waiting for the
go-ahead to start their show.
Their opening act should
have technically already started
at this point but like any true
musicians, they were OK with
being fashionably late. Tucker
sat writing in her journal and
Tividad chatted with Bobby T.
and members of the Horn Gallery.
“Girlpool is ready for whatever,” Tividad said, “as long as
we get to play.”
Both Girlpool and Bobby T.
are originally from Los Angeles, but their similarities stop
there. Girlpool specializes
in the punk folk genre while
Bobby T. has a more alternative style, taking elements from
pop and psychedelic rock music. Despite their differences
in style, Girlpool and Bobby T.
worked well together to create a
cohesive show.
After a few short songs by
opener Jack Washburn ’16 soloing on bass, the small crowd
grew when the group still outside was drawn in by the strumming of Bobby T.’s guitar, and
he began his set. After a few
chords, he paused to say, “Oh
yeah, I’m Bobby T., guys.” This
was all the introduction the

Bobby T., left, and Harmony Tividad and Cleo Tucker of Girlpool performed at the Horn Gallery on Saturday. Courtesy of Julia Leiby

performer needed, as his music and talent spoke for themselves. Throughout the show, he
paused his set only to check his
set list or give short introductions such as, “I wrote this song
when I was 15,” and, “this one is
pretty new.” It was clear that his
focus was on the music.
As his set continued, more
audience members were drawn
away from the uncharacteristically warm night air in favor of
the crowded and slightly musty
Horn, where they could get a
better view of Bobby and hear

his angsty yet beautiful music.
“It was a perfect example of
good ‘sad boy music,’” Brent
Matheny ’19 said. “It kinda
brought me back to early high
school.”
Girlpool took the stage next.
They didn’t need a cue to get
the audience’s attention; a full
crowd was already standing at
the ready.
The duo started perfectly in
sync, and remained that way
throughout the show. Both Tividad and Tucker acted as one,
and their music reaped the re-

wards.
Their harmonies wavered
only when the two gave an impromptu and partial rendition
of “Defying Gravity” from the
musical Wicked, in which they
both sang the both parts of the
duet.
Girlpool took a different yet
no less effective approach to
interacting with the audience
than Bobby T. From taking a
quick pause to question the audience about Kenyon’s mascots
(or lack thereof), to attempting
to take a poll of where people

were from, the musicians took
many opportunities to get to
know their audience and create
a friendly and inviting atmosphere.
Members of the audience
were able to talk to the band,
answering their questions and
making jokes along with them.
The night felt more like a jam
session than an actual show.
“The Horn is one of my favorite places on campus, and
I think their performance tonight was a great example of
why,” Jackie Rayson ’18 said.

On anniversary of his death, Shakespeare brought to life
CLAIRE OXFORD
On the 400th anniversary of
his death, Shakespeare is alive and
well at Kenyon. To commemorate
this date, generally agreed upon
as April 23, 1616, several members
of Kenyon’s faculty, led by Tessie
Prakas, visiting assistant professor
of English, and Adele Davidson,
Charles P. McIlvaine professor of
English, have organized a series of
events and an exhibition dedicated
to celebrating the bard.
“I think those of us who are responsible for teaching Shakespeare
just wanted to highlight this important anniversary,” said Davidson,
who has taught numerous Shakespeare courses in Kenyon’s English
department. “There’s a tradition,
and it may be a little stronger in Europe than here, of celebrating the
author’s death date as well, [when]
the author enters the immortal and
they become their text. That’s being
celebrated worldwide as well this
year, and we wanted to join in the
spirit of that.”
Davidson and Prakas spearheaded the organization of this
commemoration, titled “Shakespeare 400,” and have engaged a

variety of students and faculty in
their programming.
HIKA, a student-run literary
magazine, will be running a sonnet
competition in Shakespeare’s honor through spring break for a prize.
Employees at the Greenslade Special Collections and Archives, such
as Abigail Miller, college and digital collections archivist, researched
and pulled a variety of materials
from the Special Collections for a
Shakespeare 400 exhibition.
The exhibition opened on Feb.
17 and will be open for the remainder of the semester. Several English
professors have hosted and will be
hosting film screenings of various
Shakespeare-based movies such
as Othello and Love’s Labour’s Lost
with discussions afterwards.
On top of these events, Prakas is
hoping to coordinate with The Billy
Shakes Project to perform a couple
of the bard’s plays later this semester closer to his actual death date,
with the goal of having one play
performed outdoors.
Other events include “Shakespeare’s Kitchen,” a cooking event
coordinated by Prakas featuring
early-modern recipes, a screening
of The Kenyon Sonnet Project, a film

of various members of the Kenyon
community performing Shakespearean sonnets, and a panel with
speakers discussing the theme of
“World Shakespeare” — or Shakespeare’s presence and productions
on a global scale.
On March 1, Davidson and
Prakas will be giving a talk on the
Shakespeare 400 exhibition during
common hour at the Archives. It
features an eclectic range of objects
and texts on display — from campy,
kitsch Shakespeare memorabilia,
like a plastic bust and a Shakespeare action-figure, to a facsimile
of the first comprehensive folio of
Shakespeare’s work published after his death in 1623. An entire case
is dedicated to different editions of
Shakespeare’s work, highlighting
the variations of the printed text.
Liam Horsman ’17, co-editor
of HIKA and a student employee
at the archives, helped research
and organize the library’s Shakespeare exhibition. Horsman enjoyed working with Davidson and
Prakas, especially when the two
were poring over different centuries-old folios of Shakespeare’s
works and debating which version
of the text was printed in these re-

Kitschy Shakespeare memorabilia lines shelves in the archives as part
of the Shakespeare 400 exhibition. Photo by Emily Stegner

spective books.
“It was amazing to see these two
Shakespeare scholars go really, really deep into like looking at this
one line,” he said.
“Our goal here is to make this a
community event as far as possible”

Prakas said. “In the same way that
we were talking about these texts as
being fundamentally theatrical as
well as literary, this is an occasion
that is supposed to be participatory
in the same way that a performance
of Shakespeare would be.”
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College faculty honored in annual authors reception
Archives’ Kenyon Authors Collection includes texts from a wide range of literary genres
BAILEY BLAKER
From mystery novels about
vigilante detective historians to textbooks on the
1980s Chinese avant garde art
movement, the Kenyon Authors Collection epitomizes
our campus’s rich literary
history.
An annual reception honoring Kenyon authors is being held this afternoon at 4
p.m. in the Greenslade Special Collections & Archives,
where honorees will each read
a passage or two from their
works. Candidates for inclusion in the collection must
have authored, edited, translated or illustrated by past
and present Kenyon employees. There is a separate collection that includes alumni
that is not a designated part
of the archives, but which belongs to the library’s broader
collection.
Abigail Miller, College and
digital collections archivist,
organized the honoree reception.
“Everyone who works here
has to wear a lot of hats; it’s
a small institution,” Miller
said. “This is a nice way for
the library to recognize all
of the hard work that faculty
and staff do in addition to all
of their regular duties.”
Eight texts are being honored this year, including Pro-

fessor Emeritus of History
Reed Browning’s mystery A
Question of Identification and
the play Things Being What
They Are by James Michael
Playwright-in-Residence
Wendy MacLeod.
Browning views the collection as a way to honor those
faculty who have published in
the last year and to preserve
our culture as an institution.
“I think it’s greater value is
probably not for students, but
for people interested in Kenyon’s history, and in particular faculty and other people
associated with the College
who have written over the
years,” Browning said. “It becomes with each passing year
a somewhat more interesting and presumably more instructive voice about earlier
years in Kenyon’s day.”
The texts selected for inclusion in the collection span
all genres, including fiction
and more research-driven
texts.
The Wiley Handbook of
Eating Disorders, coauthored
and edited by Linda Smolak,
deputy civil rights and Title
IX coordinator and professor emerita of psychology, is a
comprehensive work that explores the psychological field
of eating disorders.
Smolak, along with coauthor Professor Emeritus of
Psychology Michael Levine,

Brooklyn puts twist
on the familiar
ERICA RABITO
Brooklyn, directed by John
Crowley and starring IrishAmerican Saoirse Ronan, tells a
story familiar to many generations of Americans: A foreigner
leaves her home behind to move
to America in search of a better
life. The plot of the movie, based
on the novel of the same name by
author Colm Tóibín, seems just
as familiar, and is therefore just
as predictable.
In Brooklyn, however, the
bulk of the film’s action has already played out, and the rest of
the film focuses on the normal
everyday occurrences in the life
of a normal young immigrant.
Every day is nearly identical —
Eilis goes to work, eats dinner
with the other girls staying in her
boarding house, goes to dances at night, goes on dates with
a nice guy and struggles with
overwhelming homesickness.
While Brooklyn tells a tale fa-

This is the
last installment in a series
of student reviews of
Oscar-nominated films
that will appear in the
Collegian weekly through
Feb. 28, the date of the
awards ceremony.

miliar to much of the American
audience through similar stories
from grandparents and relatives,
actually being able to watch a
young woman struggle with the
realities of attempting to change
her life for the better demonstrates to current Americans the
difficulties their ancestors went
through to provide them with
the lives they currently lead.
Ronan’s emotional portrayal of this conflicted and lonely
young woman is sure to win the
hearts of viewers, and may win
Brooklyn an Oscar for best picture.

Close-to-home treasures abound in the Kenyon Authors Collection of the Greenslade Special Collections
and Archives. Photo by Emily Stegner

compiled years’ worth of research into the 68-chapter
text.
For Smolak, the attitude
toward research on campus
allowed her to be successful
in completing the project.
“If you were at a larger university, you would have to
get that research out pretty
quickly,” she said. “Kenyon
allows you to take the time to

do longitudinal research.”
Yan Zhou, visual resources curator and adjunct assistant professor of art history,
condensed almost 20 years
of work into Odyssey of Culture: Wenda Gu and his Art,
which tells the tale of Chinese
avant garde art in the 1980s
through the career of artist
Wenda Gu.
The focused nature of his

work allows Zhou to explore
different insights and to develop an in-depth understanding of his field.
“I tried to do something
that digs deeper to get a more
profound insight into something essential,” he said.
The collection is available
for viewing in the archives
during
regular
business
hours.

With benefit at VI, ECO hopes
to clarify Flint’s water crisis
A cappella groups and band Motown to perform
BAILEY BLAKER

supply, ECO member Sonia Prabhu
Members of Kenyon’s Envi- ’16, who is also a photo editor for the
ronmental Campus Organization Collegian, organized efforts to make
(ECO) want one thing about the the benefit a reality.
Flint water crisis to be clear — the
“I’m hoping perhaps that as a
city’s water.
commuThe
group
nity we can
It’s time sensitive reflect on
has set out to
for us, because
raise both awarethe enviyou
can
only
give money to ronmental
ness and money
for the citizens people in need for so long injustices
of Flint, Mich. in such a short time.
around us
with an a capthat might
pella benefit and
be
right
Allison Dumas ’18, ECO
open mic at the
under our
member
Village Inn on
noses
in
Saturday from 11
like Knox
p.m. to 1 a.m.
County, or back home wherever
The benefit will include perfor- we’re from,” Prabhu said.
mances by the Kokosingers, the Owl
One dollar for each gin and tonic
Creeks, the Stairwells and Motown. and each dinner special purchased
After these musical performanc- throughout the evening will be does, the stage will be opened up for a nated on behalf of ECO to Action of
volunteer-based open mic.
Greater Lansing (AGL), an activist
Inspired by Flint’s corroding wa- group dedicated to fighting for miter pipes and the presence of lead norities’ civil liberties around the
throughout most of the city’s water Lansing area.

“

AGL is working to provide clean
drinking water to the vast number
of undocumented citizens living in
Flint.
Elise Neidecker ’19, a member
of ECO and a fellow organizer of
the event, believes that students will
gain a greater concern for environmental injustices.
“A lot of it is things at Kenyon
that we can fix and things that we
know we can change, but I think it’s
also important to us that we draw
attention to how Kenyon students
see these bigger issues,” Neidecker
said.
Allison Dumas ’18, student
group liaison for ECO, explained
how the biggest challenge the group
has faced in organizing the event
has been communicating the urgency of the situation to students.
“It’s time-sensitive for us, because you can only give money to
people in need for so long in such
a short time,” Dumas said. “People
need water now.”
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EDITORIAL

Lack of clarity
over ‘Title IX’
rule is unsettling
As we’ve reiterated over the past several weeks,
there is a problem with communication on this campus.
It is a problem that goes beyond the Cove, beyond
Sendoff, beyond the Master Plan and invades the
more mundane operations of the College.
We are referring to the recent discovery that, at
the end of last semester, the Business and Finance
Committee (BFC) allocated money to students for a
policy which they believed to be tied to Title IX. In
fact, the policy they were instructed to help implement — one that would require student groups to
procure one bed for each student when traveling off
campus — was not a policy at all, mere “best practice,” and not in fact related to Title IX.
It is unclear how and why this miscommunication occurred, but the fact remains that it did. Officials in the Student Activities Office (SAO) led
the BFC co-chairs to believe that this was a policy,
a falsehood then passed on to student groups. The
BFC co-chairs did not learn until this semester of
the miscommunication, and neither did Kenyon’s
Title IX coordinators. One student group’s treasurer
still did not know the policy she had been surprised
by during a budgetary hearing, was not in fact a real
policy and not associated with Title IX.
Why did this miscommunication occur? Why
did the SAO not announce that it was recommending this policy? Surely students would have been able
to comment on whether or not this would truly be
a “best practice.” And why now, over a month into
this semester, has this mistake not been corrected
and the information shared with the students which
it affected?
Time and again, administrators at this school fail
to communicate with students, fail to inform them
of the how and the why of their decisions. This is a
private college and, as such, is not required to make
its decisions public. But Kenyon prides itself on
community. Withholding plans or actions in order
to control their narrative or stifle possible backlash
should not necessitate the level of secrecy we have
experienced not only as Collegian reporters, but also
as students.
At a college where the president lives in the heart
of campus, he runs an administration that appears
either incapable or unwilling to communicate with
each other and perhaps more importantly, with students.
We acknowledge steps are being taken to improve
this and the recent community forum and new
working group seem to promise open dialogue. We
look forward to seeing the list of proposals on how
to improve transparency that the working group
will send to the president by April 15. A reevaluation of how Campus Senate functions, too, is an encouraging sign.
Still, the fact that the elected student chairs of the
BFC were either misinformed or left confused about
the College’s new “best practices” policy suggest
there is much more work to be done.

HAVE OPINIONS?
Write us at
kenyoncollegian@gmail.com

YOOBIN HAN

“Ali Baba and the Kenyon Thieves”

Internships for credit? Maybe not
Kenyon’s policy on unpaid internships remains confusing
sue for internships that only offer
credit as pay. While the reasoning
After spending almost two for not offering credit is still amhours searching the Kenyon web- biguous, some speculate that it is
site trying to find information because the work done during an
about Kenyon’s internship and internship does not have as much
credit policies, I am still con- worth as a class or independent
fused.
study.
I recently met with a consulWhile this may be true in some
tant at the Career Development cases, it is unfair that instituOffice (CDO) to
tions
prevent
go over internstudents from
ship
options,
taking opporIn this economy, tunities — insearch engines
college students ternships that
and networking,
and there was will usually end up taking
require credit
no mention of an internship regardless
— and offer no
earning credit.
monetary payof the pay, as long as it
Throughout my
ment for their
search for an in- benefits their résumés and
work. In this
ternship in the connections.
economy, colnotoriously unlege
students
derpaid/unpaid
will usually end
writing and film industries, some up taking an internship regardgenerous companies say they’ll less of the pay, as long as it benreimburse me for travel and food efits their résumés and conneccosts, some offer credit and most tions.
offer nothing but the line on my
Kenyon offers .19 credits,
résumé that indicates I slaved which is better than what most
over coffee orders and probably Ivy League colleges offer, but still
broke a copy machine.
not great. The argument that inAfter some brief yet extensive ternship experience is potentially
research about the history of in- not equal to a full class credit is
ternships, I found most schools valid, but I think there should be
do offer credit, but some elite in- a better way of ascertaining the
stitutions like Yale, Columbia and intensity and academic validity
Harvard Universities don’t offer an internship has and awarding
credit that counts toward gradu- credit from there.
ation at all, which can be an isAs of right now, I don’t even

JACQUELEEN ENG

“

know the process by which a student can obtain credit. There is
almost no information available
online about this process, and
the fact that no one mentioned it
to me, even when I went specifically to discuss internship opportunities at the CDO, might suggest that the school doesn’t want
to give credit out in general. If the
College doesn’t want to award students credit, and the companies
themselves don’t want to award
students salaries, internships become free labor.
Kenyon fortunately has a stipend fund to help students pay for
living expenses during unpaid internships based on financial aid,
academic standing and the cover
letter and résumé. While this is
a great tool to have, it does not
award students payment — monetarily or academically — for the
work they’ve done.
In a recovering job market
where there are still issues finding employment, it’s important to
obtain impressive internships. As
a college student, I know I’ll work
whatever job for whatever payment as long as it looks good, and
that is the type of attitude that is
preventing this unpaid internship
issue from being resolved.
Jacqueleen Eng ’19 is undeclared from Chatham, N.J. Contact
her at engj@kenyon.edu.
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Not all apartments
are created equal

More than just physical violence

Kenyon should rethink room prices
DANI GORTON
Kenyon has a stif ling atmosphere that often gives me
a feeling of suffocation. I can
feel trapped inside this bubble.
But when I walk back from the
library at 2 a.m. to my single
in my New Apt, I am walking home. I am walking to my
place, separate from school, far
enough away that maybe I can
feel like I am outside of this
bubble. I have more than just
a bed to call my own, or half
a cramped room — I have an
actual home. More than just a
semi-private bathroom and a
kitchen, one gains a community and a home when living in
an apartment.
For this privilege, I pay the
highest price for housing on
campus: $8,100 per year for an
apartment single. A dorm single is $7,100, the second highest price. A double in an apartment is $5,920. This means
that someone living in a Caples
single pays about $1,200 more
than someone living in an
NCA double. To live in my single in a New Apt, I pay $2,200
more than someone living in
a double in an NCA. The only
real difference in price is not
between an apartment and a
dorm, but between a single and
a double.
But the experience does
not ref lect that price differential. As I said, apartments create a community. I can see my
friends more. I can leave my
razor in the shower. I can cook
breakfast. I can have a party. In
a single dorm room, you gain
privacy, but with the potential
for isolation. You have a room
and a bed to call your own, but

not a home. Dorm singles lack
the sense of community that
one finds in an apartment with
chosen housemates.
One solution to this is to
charge more for apartments
rather than dorms so the price
ref lects this drastic difference of lifestyle. But should all
apartments cost the same?
My New Apt is at the bottom
of a muddy hill. It is a downstairs apartment — I hear everything the kid above me
does (and he gets a lot of loving, if you know what I mean).
We have a dehumidifier in our
apartment because it’s so humid that mildew grows. On
one of the colder nights a few
weeks back, a gas pipeline issue
left us without heat or hot water. And hey, I’m 20 — though
these things bother me, I can
handle them so long as I get to
live with my friends in our own
house. But to think that I pay
$2,200 more than someone in
an NCA, well, that’s just something I cannot handle.
The Morgans, Aclands, Tafts
and New Apts all are lacking in
something the NCAs have in
that, in addition to having a
full living room and kitchen,
heat and air conditioning, they
are clean, new and functional.
Must I go on? NCAs should be
the most expensive housing option on campus.
If the College insists on
charging different prices for
different rooms, then it should
reconsider for what it is charging.
Dani Gorton ’18 is an English
and studio art major from New
Haven, Conn. Contact her at
gortond@kenyon.edu.

Dear Emily
Dear Emily,

Y)

I’m a junior and I’m still a virgin. I’m scared
that any future partners I have will be freaked out
by it because they’ll assume something is wrong
with me. Is there any hope for me?
Sincerely,
[Like] A Virgin
Dear [Like] A Virgin,
Hey, listen to me — there is hope. Don’t convince
yourself even for a second you’re weird or that there’s

Limited conversation on dating abuse excludes
the various emotional and psychological aspects
in abusive relationships.
During this year’s Take
If you ask most people Back The Night event, multiwhat they think of when ple survivors bravely shared
they hear the term “dating their experiences with physiviolence,” chances are you’ll cal partner violence, eliciting
hear lots of pitying descrip- empathetic and thought-protions of battered women, voking discussion.
etched with black and blue
Still others told stories of
bruises, bearing swollen lips emotional abuse, sharing the
and broken noses as battle cruel words spewed by unrescars.
lenting perpetrators. HowevWell-intended
dialogue er, I noticed something that
about intimate partner vio- struck me as unusual, and ullence — including discus- timately silenced me up until
sions prevalent throughout this point.
Take Back The Night and
Posters advertising the
other all-campus awareness event, strewn about camevents — often perpetu- pus, made ample mentions of
ates this characterization of physical and sexual violence,
abuse as prias well as
marily physiofferings
cal.
of self deAs a survivor of
There
is
dating violence, fense tips
perpetual
and classI greatly appreciate the
emphasis on
es. Rarecampus-wide attention
the feelings
ly, if ever,
of
physical
did referthat this issue is receivviolation and
ing. Yet I think we need to ences to
the lack of
emotionbroaden the scope of our
safety
sural abuse
understanding.
vivors often
appear,
experience in
despite
the aftermath
its inteof romantic
gral part
and sexual abuse.
in the cycle of dating vioAs a survivor of dating lence.
violence, I greatly appreciate
As the week progressed, I
the campus-wide attention noticed that the majority of
that this issue is receiving. my fellow emotional violence
Yet I think we need to broad- survivors had not actively
en the scope of our under- attended the Take Back The
standing.
Night events.
Our focus on the physiWhen I asked them why, I
cal components of dating got essentially the same anviolence, while completely swer every time — something
merited and legitimate, of- along the lines of, “I haven’t
ten occurs at the exclusion of experienced dating violence;
discourse on the psychologi- my partner only emotionally
cal violations rampant with- abused me.”

HAYLEY YUSSMAN

“

no hope or there’s something wrong with you. I
hate that society has made it so if you’re 21 and
a virgin you think all is lost. Because it isn’t.
Being a virgin in college is OK. Being a virgin
after college is OK, too. It’s your choice, and always has been, always will be.
If a future partner assumes there’s “something wrong” with you because you haven’t
had sex before, they’re a dick. I mean it. If they
judge you for that, it’s because they’re either insecure about themselves or completely socially
unaware. And you don’t need either of those
traits in a partner — you’re better off alone.
The right person isn’t going to pressure you or
judge you. That sounds corny as hell, I know.
But here’s the thing — it’s all about comfort.
If you’re comfortable with someone enough to
tell them you’re a virgin, and you’re comfortable enough with them to sleep with them, it’s
probably right. But if you’re worried about how

This answer startled me
into awareness, and I hope it
does the same for you.
Though
well-intended,
our limited conversations
about intimate partner violence are excluding sectors of
survivors from the dialogue.
What’s worse, this exclusion
sends them the message that
their experiences aren’t as
valid or important as those of
physical violence survivors.
There’s a reason why my
friends didn’t share their
stories, and there’s a reason
why, when telling mine, I prioritize the physical violence
I endured, despite its paling
in comparison to the effects
of the emotional abuse that I
still feel today. The reason is
a fear of disregard, the kind
felt every time campus dialogue prioritizes bodily over
emotional pain.
I know, of course, that my
experience is not universal,
and that plenty of survivors
feel most scarred by the physical components of relationship abuse. I also know and
appreciate the effort fellow
activists put into engaging
the campus in discourse over
relationship abuse issues.
Still, I ask of you, the student body and faculty, to
start paving the way for all
survivors to speak out, and
to work to erase the notion of
a normative physical abuse
narrative that dominates our
dialogue.
Hayley Yussman ’18 is an
English and political science
major from River Forest, Ill.
Contact her at yussmanh@kenyon.edu.

they’ll take it, if you’re nervous and anxious,
I’m going to go ahead and say they’re probably
not the right person. Having sex isn’t supposed
to be a source of anxiety. Don’t let someone else
make it that way for you.
Love,
Emily

Emily Sakamoto ’16 is an English major with
a concentration in creative writing and a minor
in messing with people’s personal lives, whether they ask for advice or not, from North Oaks,
Minn. Contact her at sakamotoe@kenyon.edu.
Submit your questions about love and life to
the Collegian’s advice column.
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Ladies take 2nd, Lords 7th
Ladies track lost by one point at Kenyon Invitational
JESS KUSHER
For sophomores Jonah Edwards and Funmilayo Lawal,
last weekend was a great one
to be a Kenyon track and field
superstar.
During Saturday’s Kenyon
College Classic, the two were
part of the group that led the
women’s team to take second
by a single point to the Ohio
Wesleyan University (OWU)
Battling Bishops. Though the
Lords took seventh of eight
teams, their battle on Saturday was nothing but spirited.
“We don’t have the depth
that the women do,” Head
Coach Duane Gomez said of
the men’s team. “We have a
lot of young ones that are doing really well, but they’re not
quite up there to really score
points yet.”
The Ladies, with a team of
39 athletes, had 13 top-three
finishes and earned a total of
127 points. The Lords, with
a team of 26, finished with
three top-three finishes, including a season-best, firstplace finish by Sam Lagasse
’16 in the 3,000-meter race
with a time of 8:52.48.
While the Lords took seventh, the team looks forward
to their outdoor season, during which Gomez expects
them to enter a stride and improve as runners overcome
their injuries from earlier in
the season.
According to Gomez, first
years like walk-on Kevin
Towle have done a lot of good
for the team, surprising Gomez with their success. Gomez expects them to continue improving their outdoor
track and field season come
March.
“We’ve been trying to play
catch up, and I feel like we’re
finally catching up,” Gomez
said about the the team’s being slightly behind in their
training schedule due to a
longer winter break than usual.
Yet for some athletes, including Lawal, the strange
season schedule had no discernible effect on their performance.
“She’s just improved so
much,” Gomez said of Lawal. “She’s been moving up,
and now she’s among the top
tier — you know, qualifying
for [Division-III] All-Ohio.”
Lawal took first place in the
women’s shot put this weekend with a distance of 11.61
meters — 2.17 meters ahead
of her closest competitor.
“I was actually scared,”
Lawal said. “I’ve been PRing [setting a personal re-
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This week in
Kenyon athletics
Ladies basketball to advance in NCAC
In their quarterfinal game of the North Coast Athletic Conference (NCAC) women’s basketball tournament, the Ladies won 65-52
over the Hiram College Terriers. Kenyon (18-8; NCAC 11-5) dominated in the paint and stifled Hiram (12-14; NCAC 6-10) with disciplined defense.
Ifeoma Archimalo ’18 led all scorers with a season-high 16 points,
scoring seven field goals on 12 attempts. Sharon Hull ’19 contributed
nine points, Griffin Tullis ’18 grabbed 10 rebounds and Sidney Cera
’17 dished out five assists.
Kenyon took a big lead in the first half thanks to stalwart defense
and a strong play from Archimalo. The Ladies forced 10 turnovers
from the Terriers while giving up only one. On the offensive end,
Archimalo scored 10 points in as many minutes. Poor three-point
shooting by the Ladies, who went one-of-15 from behind the arc,
kept Hiram within striking distance. At halftime, Kenyon held a 3522 lead over the Terriers.
In the third quarter, the Ladies started slow and let Hiram cut
the lead to as few as five points. Hiram adjusted defensively, sending
aggressive double-teams at Archimalo to limit her scoring opportunities in the paint. The Ladies bounced back in the final minutes
of the third to push the lead up to 10, and in the fourth they traded
buckets with the Terriers and surged ahead at the end to seize the
win at home.
With the victory, the Ladies have advanced to the semifinal
round of the tournament to face the DePauw University Tigers (206; NCAC 13-3). Kenyon will face a tough rebounding battle against
DePauw, which currently holds the conference’s leading rebounding
margin. The Ladies will travel to Granville, Ohio to face the Tigers
on Feb. 26 at 6 p.m.
— Cameron Messinides

Kenyon Fast Chance is the last chance

Rosa Rumora ’19 finished second in the 800-meter dash with a time of
2:26.42 and scored eight points for the Ladies; Eric Sutton, III ’18 ran
the 60-meter dash in 7.66 seconds. Photos by Jess Kusher

“

cord] every meet, and I really
On Saturday, Edwards
wanted to PR
took first in
this
meet,
the women’s
since it was
When they said 60-meter
home. When
dash with a
11.61 freaking
they
said
time of 7.97
11.61 freak- meters, I was like, ‘No
seconds, exing meters I way!’ It was awesome.
actly 0.12 secwas like, ‘No
onds ahead
way!’ It was Funmilayo Lawal ’18
of her closawesome.”
est competiWhile both
tor, OWU’s
teams worked hard, some Amanda Clay. “At every meet,
runners left disappointed. at least one person gets a new
Nat Fox ’16 lost the mile race PR and/or school record,” Edby one-and-a-half seconds wards said. “I see the same
with a time of of 4:34.54.
thing happening at confer“I’ve seen my teammates ences.”
(both Lords and Ladies) comOn March 4 and 5, Kenpete with more heart and de- yon will be hosting the North
termination these past few Coast Athletic Conference
weeks, and the results are as- (NCAC) indoor track chamtounding,” Edwards wrote in pionships at the Kenyon Athan email to the Collegian.
letic Center.

Kenyon’s swimming and dive teams had their end-of-season
Fast Chance Invitational at home on Saturday where they were
joined by 11 schools, including long-time rivals Denison University. Though the meet was not scored, the Invitational acted
as the final chance for many swimmers to make National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) cuts to continue on to nationals, or in the case of the Lords’ lone diver participating in
this meet, the regional meet, or “zones.”
The meet was a successful final chance for diver Ryder Sammons ’19 to nab his second qualifying score; he will join seniors
Brandon Roman and Maria Zarka and first year Madeline Carlson at the regional diving championships at Denison University
on Feb. 26 and 27.
In the swimming realm, the Ladies grabbed eight NCAA national championship qualifying times, while the Lords took five.
Seniors Haley Townsend and Natalie Parker both qualified for
nationals; Townsend took first place in the 50-yard and 100-yard
freestyles while Parker took second in the 100-yard butterfly.
Cecina Babich Morrow ’18 won the 100-yard butterfly and qualified for nationals, and juniors Alexa Kosberg and Sarah Lloyd
both qualified in the 1,650-yard freestyle. Ellie Crawford ’17 had
NCAA B-cut qualifying times in the 200-yard breaststroke and
the 200-yard individual medley.
For the Lords, first years Robert Williams, Brooks McCoy
and Grant Carr all took first place in the 500-yard freestyle,
400-yard individual medley and 200-yard freestyle, respectively. Rounding off the Lords’ national cuts was a team of seniors:
Percy Gates, Ryan Funk, Christian Josephson and Joey Duronio
took first in the 200-yard freestyle relay with a time of 1:30.43 —
around a hundredth of a second slower than their season best,
which they set earlier this year.
Divers will not know if they qualify for nationals until after their regional meet. Still, these swimmers will join their previously qualified teammates in Greensboro, N.C. over spring
break for the NCAA Division-III national meet.
— Jess Kusher
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No. 22, Will Sigl ’18 makes a basket as teammate, no. 2, Alexander Powell ’18 looks on with the Wabash College Little Giants during the game on Saturday. Photo by Drew Meeker

Lords basketball finishes with storybook Senior Day
After a stellar Senior Day, Lords exit NCAC Tournament with first-round loss to Hiram
CAMERON MESSINIDES
KENYON
WABASH
HIRAM
KENYON

82
76
95
87

Saturday’s contest felt historic
from the moment the courtside announcer introduced each senior
with a thundering and bittersweet
phrase: “One last time in Tomsich
Arena.” Before closing their season
with a 95-87 loss to the Hiram College Terriers in the opening round
of the North Coast Athletic Conference (NCAC) men’s basketball
tournament, the Lords celebrated
a sweet end to their regular season
during Saturday’s Senior Day, when
they gutted out an 82-76 home win
against the Wabash College Little
Giants (13-13; NCAC 17-11).
Minutes before the game began,
Tomsich Arena buzzed with excite-

ment. Fans waved cardboard cutouts bearing the smiling faces of
Kenyon’s (11-15; NCAC 8-10) three
seniors, Brien Comey, Tim Connolly and Tyler Kimble. Students and
parents packed the bleachers and
greeted each senior with a flood of
applause. The anticipation in the air
meant even the smallest moments
drew big cheers. When the Lords
won the opening tip, Kenyon fans
responded with a deafening roar.
“It’s extremely different,” Head
Coach Dan Priest said of the team’s
emotion heading into Senior Day.
“We kind of talked not getting too
overly excited because it’s a pretty
emotional time. It’s kind of like
graduation.”
From the beginning of the game,
the seniors set the tone for the Lords:
Kimble handled the ball with ease
and assisted on jumps by Comey
and Will Sigl ’18. On the defensive
end, Comey eliminated shot after
shot, ending the game with a Ken-

yon-record nine blocks. Connolly
whisked together drives and layups
that brought the crowd to their feet
and exploded for a career-high 33
points, also crossing the 1,000-point
threshold for his career.
For the team’s seniors, Saturday
capped off four years of growth and
friendship. Connolly remembers being a first-year Lord — then, in his
words, “a mini basketball player”;
during a particularly memorable
game at DePauw University, the
DePauw student section taunted
him with the song “Photograph”
by Nickelback. Now as the NCAC
leading scorer this season, he says he
takes pride in the work ethic he developed to succeed in both academics and basketball.
“It turned out to be a bigger challenge than I thought,” Connolly
said. “So I’m proud that I just kind of
stuck it out, and I did fight through
it.”
Comey looks back with gratitude

on his career as a Lord, learning and
maturing alongside Connolly and
Kimble. “I got really, really lucky
coming here and finding this group
of guys on the team,” he said. “We all
sort of have these moments where
we look around and say, ‘How did
we get here?’” The seniors hail from
far and wide: Connolly from San
Francisco, Comey from Washington, D.C. and Kimble from Boston.
“We all found each other in the Midwest,” Comey said.
After their loss Tuesday, the Lords
stumbled out of the gate against Hiram (19-7; NCAC 12-6), trailing by
as many as 17 in the first half, but a
15-0 run swung the momentum in
the Lords’ favor, and they took a seven-point lead in the second half.
Connolly finished with a gamehigh 26 points, Matt Shifrin ’19 and
Sigl scored 15 and 10, respectively
and Comey grabbed a career-high
16 boards; in the end, however, the
Lords fell just short of the comeback

in their third loss to Hiram this season.
Despite the early tournament
exit, the Lords can find closure in
the spirit they displayed at the end of
this season.
Senior Day at a Division-III college in rural Ohio will never make
national headlines. But there is
something to be said for the big
games in little places.
One last time in Tomsich Arena,
this Lords left their hearts on the
hardwood: Kimble took control of
the offense when the team needed
his careful ball-handling. Connolly
finished a contested layup he had
no business making. Comey rocked
the rim with a dunk everyone in the
arena could see coming from a mile
away. These seniors defended the
Hill, and with the opportunity to
write the ending to their story, they
left a mark on that purple-and-gold
court we would be hard-pressed to
forget.

Ladies tennis team escapes Yellow Jackets unstung
With win over Baldwin Wallace, Kenyon women’s tennis now ranked 18th in the nation
GILLIAN BLACKWELL
KENYON
BALDWIN WALLACE

9
0

Ladies tennis swept Baldwin Wallace University (Berea,
Ohio) 9-0 in a home match on
Saturday. The Ladies (2-2) had
fire in their eyes as they prepared to face the Yellow Jackets (2-4) for their fourth match
of the year. Rebounding from
two tough losses, the Ladies
put themselves back on track
as they tallied their second
win of the season, evening up
their overall record to 2-2 for
2016.

“Basically we just needed
to up our consistency a little
more and realize that we have
to play within ourselves,” Assistant Coach Alvin Cheng
said — and the Ladies did just
this in all nine of their games
against Baldwin Wallace.
Picking up a big point for
the Ladies was Maggie Sweeney ’19 who played her first
match for Kenyon as the firstseat in singles. “I had a goal to
win a point for my team, and
I wanted to keep that goal and
stay focused,” Sweeney said after the match. She keep that
goal, beating her opponent
Kelsey Blatt 6-3, 7-6 in one of

the tougher matches of the day.
Also gaining an important
victory at the outset of the
matches were Diana Aboubakare ’18 and Samantha Murphy ’16, who defeated Baldwin
Wallace’s Blatt and Imani Robinson by a margin of 8-0 in the
first doubles spot. This win got
the Ladies rolling, eventually
gaining two more points with
teams of Jenna Murray ’17 and
Annie Reiner ’19 as well as
Claire Cohen ’16 and Alyssa
Moreau ’18, both of which won
their doubles match-ups.
On the singles side, each
Lady who competed found
success against her Yellow

Jacket opponent, including
Murray, Murphy, Reiner, Elise
Altschuler ’16 and Katherine
McCauley ’19 playing in the
second through sixth singles
spots, respectively.
Overall, there were few errors to be found with Saturday’s performance, and the Ladies aim to bring this positive
energy to their future matches.
Looking forward to this
next weekend, the Ladies
have two tough home matches
against North Carolina Wesleyan College (Rocky Mount,
N.C.) on Saturday, and California University of Pennsylvania (California, Pa.) on Sun-

day. This win against Baldwin
Wallace, however, put the Ladies exactly where they want
to be.
“After we lost two matches
in a row, this win, especially
with 9-0, gives us good momentum going into the weekend,” Sweeney said.
Cheng feels positively about
the rest of the 2016 season
ahead of the Ladies. “Realizing the depth of the team
is so good because it allows
people to play freely,” he said.
“We know we’re a strong team
so players just need to worry about performing on their
court and getting their point.”

